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Fra Presiventen

Saturday, January 5, was a rainy day, but we had good social hour (or two) and conducted an abbreviated business
meeting at the Temecula library. The Social Committee served an assortment of sandwiches, lefse, cookies, fruit,
and goodies. Along with coffee, we had quite a delightful social get-together. Let's face it, it's fun to get together
with people, and "fraternalize".

Thanks to Herald Reikes, we watched a 30 minute CD about the contribution of the Vikings to Western civili-
zation. They are responsible for exploring, creating villages and towns everywhere they settled, farming (most of
the Scandinavians at that time were in fact farmers), and they were in large part responsible for ushering in the
feudal system of he Middle Ages. We will most likely be viewing other parts of the series in the future. It's done
well, and really worth watching!

The members decided that we will continue having our meetings the first Saturday of each month. We alsc
decided our dinner schedule for March, October, and next December. Speaking of that, mark your calendar for
March 9 when we will have our St. Patrick's Day Corned Beef and Cabbage dinner. Every year this has
proved to be a popular event. For those who prefer, we also serve lasagne--and we can still honor the Irish!

Please check the newsletter throughout the year for events in the area, and don't forget to check the Vinland
Lodge website. Our webmaster, Alf Pettersen, does a trmendous job with the website. He deserves a lot of credit
for his expertise, and the time and effort he spends keeping the website current. (He is also our Treasurer, and
does a superb job with the books, as well).

The Vinland Lodge website: www.alfpettersen.com/vinlandlodge.htm

Fraternally,
Jack Andersen, President

COMING EVENTS

Feb. 2: Vinland lodge social at the Temecula library at 11:15 am. A Business meeting will
begin at approximately 1:15p.m. VELKOMMEN !

Mar. 9: St. Patrick’s Day Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner at Glen Oaks Clubhouse in
Temecula. Social Hour is as 1:00p.m. and dinner is at 2:00,

Feb. 9: Norge Lodge in Vista, CA--Salmon Dinner (information inside)

Feb. 16: Solskinn Lodge in Palm Desert--Lutefisk Dinner (information inside)

Oct. 12: Fall fish dinner.

Dec. 7: Julefest og Smorgasbord.




&Minutes of Meeting,
=

January §, 2008
(Submitted by Eileen Andersen, Secretary)

Sons of Norway, Vinland Lodge Temecula, California
6-159 held its general meeting at the Temecula Public
Library on January 5, 2008.

President Jack Andersen opened the meeting at
12:10p.m. David Andersen made a motion to table
the first part of the meeting and go into new business,
as some members needed to leave early.

New Business: 1) Discussion about which Saturday
of each month to have meetings. Vera Melton made
a motion to meet on the first Saturday of the month.
Caronne Van Nyhuis seconded, motion approved.

2) David made a motion to accept the following
dates: March 9th for the St, Patrick's Day Dinner,
October 12th for the fish dinner, and December 7th
for the Christmas party. Caronne Van Nyhuis
seconded the motion. Motion was approved.

3) Patricia Jones will look into the lodge planning for
a Spring outing to the Lawrence Welk Resort
Theater. 4) We've been invited to join Valhall Lodge
in San Diego on January 19th to install the 2008
officers.

Meeting adjourned at 12:28p.m.

Enjoy the tellowship. social activities. and benetits
ot Sons of Norway membership. The annual dues
are only:

Adults over the age of 23, $44

Spouses $40
Ages 16 through 23 $18.50
Spouses $14.50

under age 16 free.

S.0.N. FINANCIAL PRODUCTS

Maximize Your Pension

Level Term Insurance

Contact Vickie Woodruff, S.O.N. Field Representative.
Tel: (858) 232-0247, or toll free: 1-877 835-8012.

E-mail: viwoodruff@aol.com

v Estate Preservation
v Immediate Annuities
v Retirement Planning
v/ Universal Life

v

v
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GIMME THAT "OLD TIME
RELIGION™"!

Right to Bear Arms?

In December, inmate Michael Polk (serving time
for robbery and aggravated assault) filed a federal
lawsuit against the Utah Department of
Corrections for denying him the right to properly
practice his religion, "Asatru".

According to its teachings, adherents must
communicate with ancient Nordic gods (such as
Odin, Thor and Heimdal), and for that it is crucial
that they have a Thor's Hammer, a Mead Horn
(for drinking Wassail), a drum of wood and boar
skin, a "rune staff”, and a sword.

LIFETIME MEMBER:
Raymond Reitan of Lake Elsinore, California

GOLD MEMBERS:
Marit Comer of Riverside, California
Elmer Draxten of Hemet, California
Berit Funnemark of Mission Viejo, California
Vera Melton of Murrieta, California
Sten Midtsjo of Corona, California
Jorunn Mumma of Riverside, California
Algene Lee Thoreson of Temecula, California
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YOU ARE INVITED TO:

A CORNED BEEF &
CABBAGE DINNER
IN HONOR OF ST. PATRICK

Sponsored by Vinland Lodge
at the Glen Oaks Clubhouse in Temecula

March 9, 2008
Social Hour: 1:00pm, Dinner: 2:00pm

Price: Adults $12, Ages 6 - 12: $6
Children Under 6: free

For Reservations Contact:
Alfhild Stanley, tel. 699-8853
or Jack Andersen, tel. 654-6950

(Vegetable lasagne will also be available)

GRATULARER MED DAGEN ]

LUTEFISK, ANYONE?
with Entertainment
"Phoenix"

Solskinn Lodge at Palm Desert, CA
Saturday, February 16, 2008
5:00pm (Social Hour)
6:00pm (Dinner)

Price: $20 per person

Hope Lutheran Church Social Hall
45-900 Portola Ave., Palm Desert

For Information & Directions, contact:
Harriet Candelaria
38-180 Del Webb Blvd. P.M.B. #31
Palm Desert, CA 92211
Call 760-360-6669

Make reservations as early as you can!

Patricia Jones Sun City 2/01
Jred Buckmann  San Jacinto 2/04.
Dan Matrisciano Temecula 2/06
Algene Thoreson Temecula 2/07
Jack Andersen  San Jacinto 2/22
Cucas Merideth  Pacific Palisades 2/24
Vera Melton Murrieta 2/28
OLE

Ole was riding on a crowded bus when a young
lady said to him, "Would you mind giving up
your seat to a pregnant women?".

Always a gentleman, Ole relinquished his bus
seat. As he looked at the lady he asked "Yust
how long have you been pregnant?”

The gal answered, "About 15 minutes--and boy
am I tired!"
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SALMON DINNER
& Music by Mannskor

Norge Lodge at Vista, CA
February 9th, 2008

4:30 pm (Social Hour), 5:30pm (Mannskor)
6:30 pm (Dinner)
Price: $22, Teenagers $10, Under 12 Free

Address: 2006 E. Vista Way, Vista

For Information & Directions, contact:
Jack Thompson
Tel: 760-729-0604, or Email:
Jjethompsoo@aol.com
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FANTOFT STAVE CHURCH
IN BEAUTIFUL BERGEN

Not every culture has over 1,000 years of fine wordworking to draw
from, but here it almost seems that quality woodcraft distinguishes
Norwegians of today, as surely as it did their Viking ancestors.
Nowhere did we see greater evidence of that than at Fantoft Stave
Church (Fantoft Stavkirke) outside Bergen's city center. While stave
churches once numbered around 1,000, they have dwindled to 28, so
when Fantoft burned to the ground on June 6, 1992 it was an
enormous loss to Bergen, to Norway, and to the world. The church
stood in that location since 1883, having been brought from Fortun in
Sognefjord in 1150; but an arsonist (and murderer now serving 21
years) destroyed the centuries old structure in mere minutes. No
sooner were the ashes cool, however, than plans to rebuild began.

The new Fantoft Stave Church rose like the Phoenix in just five years,
it's ornate carvings perfectly restored and smelling of new wood. Tour
goers mentioned how fresh and bright the wood looked. "How did they do all this in such a short time", was
one question. "Devotion", answered the guide.

In building the stave churches, Norwegian artisans over time enhanced what was originally a simple plan.
The churches gradually became taller and more intricate, with a succession of roof structures that grew
smaller, like outstretched nesting blocks, as the church telescoped skyward. This Viking construction
utilized boatbuilding techniques of the day. Superior craftsmanship elevated mere woodworking to an art
form worthy of an artist's signature in stave churches. The unique architectural characteristic of these
churches was the placement of strong corner posts (or staves) that supported the buildings with such
strength that they could hold up complex beams and walls for centuries. The increasing complexity of the
beams required supplementary staves, Often, a breezeway skirted the perimeter of the church and helped
protect parishioners and clergy from inclement weather. During the 10th and 11th centuries Norway
converted from pagen rituals to Christianity, and it is generally held that many of the churches were
destroyed or allowed to fall into disrepair. At the end of the Viking age and days of pagen traditions, a new
era began of church building. No other architectural structure better illustrates the transition from pagan
ritual to Christianity than does the stave church with its wooden dragons, runes, and other cohabiting pre-
Christian symbols. Vikings (and today's Norwegian restoration artisans) used wooden dowels instead of
nails to hold the massive beams together, just as did the Haida tribe in British Columbia and the Seattle area,
Bergen's Sister City. (Norwegian American Weekly, December 21,2007)

. 0es

-2 The Grapevine is a very important communication link for Vinland Lodge members and prospective members featuring
highlights of news from Norway. Non-members may receive complimentary copies of the newsletter for an introductory
period of three months. After that, one can join the Vinland Lodge, or become a "Grapevine Contributor” for just $10 a year, A
“ list of confributors is provided in each issue to aid in keeping current.

The lodge appreciates greatly the support given to The Grapevine. Piease send checks, articles, anecdotes, recipies, etc.
to Jack Andersen, 1668 Ametista Dr., San Jacinto CA 92583, (telifax: 951 654-6950), or e-mail: J_E@justgolf.org. Please
make all checks payable to: Sons of Norway Temecula 6-159.
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