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As to be expected, those of us who went to San Barnardino on May 16, for the raising of the Norwegian flag
ceremony and lunch, had a very pleasant time. Soldalen Lodge started this "Syttemde Mai" tradition 27 years ago.
Brief remarks were made by Richard 1. Fine (the Norwegian General Consul), Patrick J. Morris (Mayor of San
Bernardino), and Roy Olson (Past President of District Six). Lunch was excellent, and it was nice to meet and chat
with members of other lodges. Roy Olson informed us of a bit of Norwegian history--"Where and when was the
first Syttende Mai parade held?" The answer: Trondheim, in 1814. Of course, the actual signing of the

- Constitution took place at Eidsvoll.

On July 26, the S.O.N. Leadership Conference will take place at Norge Lodge in Vista. These annual conferences
are very worthwhile attending, being educational and inspirational. It's also a chance to socialize with members of
other lodges. Members from Valhall Lodge in San Diego, and of course Norge Lodge will be there along with
Vinland. We will be needing a list from our lodge of those planning to attend. Try to attend if you can.

June is the month for "St. Hans Eve" (sometimes referred to as "Midsummer Eve"). The name "St. Hans" comes
from John the Babtist who was born on June 24. The evening before is traditionally celebrated in Norway as "St.
Hans Eve". Of course parties can sometimes get quite wild, and setting bonfires to keep evil spirits away is a
tradition handed down from heathen practices of centuries long gone by. According to folk belief, witches are
especially active on Midsummer Eve, but I'm not sure if that excuse would work well with the fire marshal if we
started building bonfires in our front lawns. I've never read where the Vikings
were ever ecologically minded and concerned about polluting the atmosphere.
HAVE A GREAT ST. HANS EVE!

Fraternally,
Jack Andersen, President

COMING EVENTS

June 7: Vinland lodge social at the Temecula library at 11:15 a.m. A Business meeting will
begin at approximately 1:15p.m.

July 10: Lawrence Welk Theater--Lunch & Matinee,"The King and I".

July 26: S.O.N. Leadership conference at Norge Lodge in Vista.

Oct. 12: Baked Salmon dinner, (always a very popular, and delicious meal).

Dec. 5-6: "December Nights" ethnic food, entertainment, & music at Balboa Park in San Diego.

Dec. 9: Julefest og Smorgasbord.

Lodge website: //vinlandlodge.alfpettersen.com







